




2 

/1AY- 'HE Wi:J) ~:3ij Ar.. BbJIi HUVGt::T I-AX NO. 90(~11 :>O,U 1'.04 MY- r-lH WeI) ~:;j\l til\. llbUli llUIXitT I'M NU, !:1U r~ Il!)U~U 1'. us 

•' --a United States Department of the Interior e. '., " .'. BU1Ui.A1J Of LANDMANAGEMEl'.'T 
ALASKA STA11i OI'HCl::


222 W, 1el1 ""I!I\IIC. 1113

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA ~SlJ-7~99


n,c ~?AA (931) 

MemorZlnc.um	 MAy 6 f997 

To;	 Reqion~l Oirector. U.S. F~sh and Wildlife Service 

Fro~:	 State D~rector 

SUbjQ~t:	 En~a~Qered SpeCie5 - Proposed Oil and Gas Lease Sale in 
the National Petrole~~ Reserve-Alaska (NPR'~) 

T~e Bur~au of Lan~ Management {BLY.} has 1nit1ated an In~~rated 
Activity P~an/Enviror~ental I~act Statemer.t (lAP/EIS) to update
its manaqQment strategy for ~e northeas~ portion of NPR·A (sea 
attached NoticQ of Intent, which includes a map of the areal. 
The rAP/BtS will address the f~ll ranqe of SLM's manaqement 
responsibilities in the plar.ninq area, includinq oil and qas 
~Q.$inq, wildlife protection, subsistence. and recrea~ion. The 
plan will bQ finalized in the summer of 1998 and a Kecord of 
Decision is anticipated at the end or JUly, 1998. If oil and gas 
lQasi~g resu~ts f:om the IAP/ErS, the lease sale will probably
take place no sooner than SQp~ambQr, 199B. 

In accordance with tha ~nd~.~~.ed spacies Act, Section 7, 
ra9ulatio~s Qoverninq interaqency coopera~ion, we a~e provi~inq a 
notificatioo of the li~ted a~d proposed species and crltlc~: 

habitat ~~t will be ir.c~uded ir. the bioloqical eval~ati~n. 

It is ou~ ~nderstAndin9 that there are no de~ignated or ~~cposed 
crl~ical habitats for any listed or proposed species poter.tially 
affected by oil and gas 8xploratio~ activities in the proposed
lease sale area. In our bioloqical evaluation, we, will rev~eW 
the followinQ listed and proposed species that ~v be p~a£~nt in 
the proposed lease area. 

COWan Name SciSlotific Name ~ 
Spectacled eide:: Somat.ria fischer! threatened

Steller's eider Polysticta stelleri proposed threatened


We do Dot plan to include the Arctic pereqr~ne falcon. Falco

paragrlnus eundriu~, in t~e biolOqical Qvalua~ion since it was

d~listad on October 5, 1994, unless we arQ otherwise advised by

your 8qency.


In the eVent ~hat the IAP/gIS results in an 011 and qas lease 
sale. Analysis of potential effects on species that occur along
the QXpec~ed oil transport corridor is requirec. Acalysis 0: the 
potantial	 affects of several species on the likely transportation 

route to U.S. ports along the West Coast Were includec. i~ 
bioloq:cal evaluations p=epared by the Minerals ~anaqerr.e~t 
Service (MMS) for Cook Inlet Lease Sale 149 and Gulf of Alaska­
Yakatat Lease Sale 158. Analysis of potential effects on several 
species tha~ oay occur alonq the expected oil transport corridor 
to po~ts in the Far East was included in MMS's Final 
Env~ronmental Impact St&~ament (FEIS) for Oil ~d Gas L~~se Sale 
144. The oil transport scenario tor any NPR-A sale will likely 
ramain the same, so evaluatio~s of species alonq the 
tran~por~ation corridors are incorporated by reference fro~ the 
biological ev~luatious for Sa~e 149 and Sale 158 and ehe FElS foe 
Sale 144. 

Plea~e review our list and notl:y us of your concurrence or 
revisions a~d of any new information concerninq ehese spec~es in 
relation to the planninq area. To facilitate the review, we have 
prqvidQ~ a copy of this letter to your Anchoraqe Ecological
Services Field Office. Upon receipt of your reply, prepar~tion 
of the bicloqical evaluation reviewinQ potential effect~ of the 
proposed ~ction will beqin. The MMS p~rsonnel, in cooperation 
with B~~'s staff, will be preparing the bioloqical eval~aL1on for 
the Section 7 consultation. If you have ar.y questions concerninq 
this proposed action, please contact MMS b:oloqist$ Joel H~bard 
at (907) ~71·667D or Fr~ WendlinQ at (907) 271-6510. 

We look forward to workinq with you ~d your staff i~ protectir.g 
and conservi~Q endangered and Chreatened species. 

/a/ Tom Allen 

Attachmlint 
Notice of Intent (3 pp) 

AK931;JPayna:cla:x5477:5/2/97:t&efws2.wpd 
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'. - United States Department of the Interior 
• I BUREAU OFlAND MANAGEMENT . . . ,....: . AL\SKA STATf OffiCE 

' • m W. 7t1lAvftl\le,lin •ANCHOlACc. ALASKA 99513·7599 

6840 NPllA (931) 

Mr. Steven Pennoyer MAY 5 /991 
Oirector, Alaska Reqion 
Nacional Marine Fisheries SerJice 
P.O. Box 21568

Juneau, Alaska 99802-1668


De.r Mr. Pennoyerl 

The Bureau of Land Manaqement rBI.."t) has initiated a.: IAteqrated 
Activity Plan!::nvirocmental Impact. S~at:.elUenl: {J:AP!EIS) to update 
its management strateqy for the northeast portion.of NPA'A {see
attached Notice of tntant; which i.:sclude8 ... map of the area} • 
'rhe lAP/S!S wi.ll 4.ddres$ the full 1:im.;e of aLK' s mana,C1emen~ 
responsibilities in ~he plannin~ area. includinq oil and qas 
lea..sinq, wildlife protection••ul:lsheance,. and reenation. The 
plan will be !in4li:ed in the summer of 1998 and a Record of 
Dec~sion is anticipated at the end of JulY. 1998. It oil and qas 
lea.sinq results £:'Olll the lAP/JUS. the lease sale will probably 
take pla.ce no sooner than Septembu t 133 e. 

Zn accordance with the Endaaqere4 ~eeies Act,· Sectiou 7, 
requ~ations goverpinq iDuraqe.cc:y cooperation.- we are contaetinq 
your aql2nC:Y requestinq notification of any list-eel or proposed, 
spec::iQs or critical habitat t:at may be pruent in or affected by 
oi~ and. gu exploration activities 10 the propoS'ad lea.Sll sale 
area that sAould, be included in the bioloqical evaluat~on. 

In the event that: ~e L\P/EIS results in an oi~ and qllS lease 
sale. analysis of potential Q£f~~s on specia$ that oceur _long 
~e ~e<::'::ed oil transport cQui@r is required. Analysis of t1la 
potential eft'ecu of sevual spec:'es on the likely t-~spor~at:.ion 
route ee u. S. perts alonq the West Coast: "'~8 iD.c~uded in 
biolQqical evaluations prepared by the Hinera~s Hanaq.ment 
Service {liMS) for COok !nlet Lease Sale 143 and Gulf of Alaska~ 
Yakutat Lease Sale 158. A'aalysi. of potentia~ effects en _everal 
~eci.s that may occur &lanq the expec~ed oil. transpo~ cor:idor 
to por~~ in the Far East was 1J:1cluded ,in MMS' a. Final 
!:vironcental Impact Staten~= {FEIS) for Oil ~d Ga$ Lease Sale 
144. T~e oil ~port: scenario for any NPK~A sale Will likely
remai:1 the same, so evaluations of sp~ias along the 
transpor~a~icn eo~idors are incorporated'byrefereace from ehe 
biological avaluaticns fQ~ Sa18 149 and Sale ~S8 ac~ the ~IS fo: 
Sale 144_ 

To f~cilitaee the r.v~ew. we have provided a copy of teis letter 
eo your Anchorage ~ie:d office. Opon receipt of your reply• 
pr@paraeion of the bioloqieal evaluation reviewinq potantial 
effects of the proposed ac~ion will beqin. The MMS personnel. in 
cooperation. wit.~ BI...'!'S staff ....ill be preparinq the biolo9'ic~l 
evaluation tor the Section_ 7 eO:ll.sulution. If you have. a.ny
questions eonce-~inq this proposed action, pleasaccntact KMS 
bioloqists F~~~ Wend:1nq at (901) 271-6310 or Joel Huboard at 
(907) 272- 5670. 

We look forward to wor~q wi~~ you and your staff in prQt~ctin~ 
aDd eonservi~q endan~ered and threatened species. 

Sinc:ere.ly. 

la/TllIItAllan 

Sta.te Dirvctor 

xnclosur.. 
Notice of Intlmt. (3 pp I 

cc: Anchoraqlil Eco~oqi~ 7itld,Office 

AXS31 :.n~yn.:c4:XS401715n.1'J71 t"camfS4.wp4 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMER<
Nation. Oc...-o and Atmoapheric Administration
ftItnJonlIfMarins F~. Servlcs
P.O. Box 21668
JvneMJ.AJ.sU 99802· '688

n7 i",~' 3D t:j 10: 20

~:..:.; /.:; SO S5J
May 23', 1997

SnaKe River Spring/~mm~r Chinook $~lmon

Qn~Qrhynkhug tshnwyt=qbe Threat~ned

Snake River Fall Chinook Salmon
OncQrhyr ll' h 1l6 tshawvt.fiQba '.l'hrelltened

Dear Mr. Allan:

'tom AllAW6
Sl:al:.~ Directo:r
Bureau of Land Management
222 Wesl: 7 t h Avenue, #13
Anchorage. AlaBka 995~3-7599

Thank you for your letter reque8t~ng a li~t of Threatened or
EndangeTp.d species occurring in the area a~sociated with ~tional

Petroleum Reserve-Alaska. The National Marine FisherieS Service
is re~ponsible fo~ certain marine species li~ted under the
Endangered Speciee Act of 1972. as amenderl (ESA). of these. tha
bowhead whale~ mysticet1is, is found within the waters of
the Beaufort Sea off the Al~aka coast. Several additional listed
sp~cies occ~ in tha Gulf of Alaska a~d along the vessel
transportation routes to u.s. ports alan; the Wes~ Coast. This
letter proviQes a list of the &SA-listed species ~hat occur i~

Alaska. We sugge~t that you contact the NMFS Northwest Regional
office and the NMFS SQuthweat Regional office fOT additional
species that occur in the waters of Washington, Oregon and
Califo~nia. The ESA-listed species that are present in Alaskan
waters are as follows:

1k'J
Steven T. z~er;an ~n.D.

Chief, pro~ Resource$
Management Pivlsion

Under Section 7 of the ESA. a federal agency is re~ired eo
consult with the Secnltary of COllVlIerce regarding the presence of
these species or their de5ign~ted cr~tical habitat. If this
pre~ence is identified, the agency must then determine i: the
activity may a££ect these animals oT habitats. If it f~nd8 the
action would not affect these concerns, no further consultation
is required. Otherwise, the ~ction agency should notify NMFS of
its findings and reQuest cOn5ultation under the Act.

We hope this informatiOn is useful in fUlfilling the requirements
of the ESA. Pleas~ direct any questions you may have to B4ad
Smith in our Anchorage office at (907)271-5006.

*The Steller sea lion j~ li.ted as an endangered Qpeeies for
stoeks west of 144 Q W lonqi~ude and as ~ threatened species to
the east. RookericE. major haul outs. ~d sp~cial foraging areas
have been designated as critical habitat for thi~ species. These
sites are identified 1n 50 CFR 226.12.

Endangered·
Threatened·
Endangered/.\(\II'

~

Endangered
End.mgtlLed
Er.d;;mgered
Endangered
l::ndangered
Er.dangsred
Endangered

e:c1s:nt~ ':ic }"::uj':Oo
~ my:ltj cet l1 S

f,;)1bplgena glac;a'ia
Sa J iJepppteri phyegl·l§

Megaptgra nov9"angli~Q

PhY6eter miCrocephalus
ea1aenQPtera borealiS
Balaeooptera muscul~

EprnCoj.-pplsul~

sal.mon Qncqrhynchus~

~"QQ N~r;;e

Ilowhead whale
No,.-thern ri.ght whale
Fin whale
Humpb..ck ·....hale
Sperr.l whale
Sei whale
lHue whale
Steller sea lion

WcOtern stocl<:
Eastern stocl<:

Snake Riv~r sockeye
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June 10, 1997 F/NW03
This lettex constitutes the required notification of the presence
of any Federally listed threatened or endangered species or
critical habitat under NMFS' jurisdiction in the permit area that
may be affected by the proposed project (AppendiX A to Part 330,
Section C.l3 (5) (i) ) .

Mr. ~rank Wendling
Minerals Management Service
Alaska DCS Region, Leasing and Environment Office
949 E. 36t21 Avenue, Room 300
Anchorage, Alaska 99508-4363

Re: Species List Request for the National Petroleum Reserve­
Alaska

Dear Mr. Wendling:

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has reviewed your
June 9, 1997, facsimile to Ben Meyer requesting a list of
threatened and endangered species for an Environemnta~ Impact
Statement for the national Petroleum Reserve - Alaska.

We have enclosed lists of those anadromous fish species that are
l~sted as threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species
Act (ESA), those that are proposed for listing, and those that
are candidates for listing. This inventory includes only
anadromous species under NMFS' jurisdiction that occur in the
Pacific Northwest. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service should be
contacted regarding the presence of species falling under its
jurisdiction.

Available information indicates that the following listed salmon
species may occur in the project area: Snake River Sockeye
Salmon, (Oncorhynchus nerka) i Snake River Fall Chinook Salmon,
(0. tshawytscha)i Snake River Spring/Summer Chinook Salmon (0.
tshawytschal; S. oregon/No California Coast Coho Salmon (0.
kisutch). The following proposed species may also occur in the
project area: Klamath Mountains Province Steelhead (0. mykiss) i

Lower Columbia River Steelhead (0. mykiss); Upper Columbia River
Steelhead (0. mykiss); Oregon Coast Steelhead (0. mykiss); and
Snake River Basin Steelhead (0. mykiss).

~'..
C-4

If you have any further questions, please contact Be~ ~eyer of my
st.aff at (503) 230-5425.

Sincerely,

~~
~Elizabeth Holmes Gaar, Chiefit! Habitat Conservation Division

Enclosure



BNDANGSRBD, THRZATBNBI:J, ARD PROPOSED SPZCIBS

tTNDB~ NATIONAL MARINE FISHBRIBS SJrRVICIf JURISDICTION


Listed Species 

Snake River Sockeye Salmon Oncorhynchus nerka 
Snake River Fall Chinook Salmon o. tsh.:tiolytscha This Side Blank 
Snake River Spring/Summer 

Chinook Salmon O. tshawytscha 

Umpqua River Cutthroat Trout O. clarki clarki, 
S.	 Oregon/No California Coast 

Coho Salmon O. kisutch 

PropQsed for L~Ating 

(Th.	 followin~ ESUs) 
Steelhead O. mykiss 

Klamath Mountains Province 
Lower Columbia River 
Upper Columbia River 
Oregon Coast 
Snake River Basin 
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2 United Slates Department of the Interior 

:-'lINERUS MA,\!AGE:'IEl'."T SERVICE

Abs1c>.Outer Continental Shelf Region


9-4~ I::. ~16th Avenue. Room !iil~


An,"hora.~c.. \J... ka 9950il-l30~


vlN 12 1997 

Dr. William T. Hogarth 
Regional Administrator 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Southwest Regional Center 
SOl West Ocean Boulevard, Suite 4200 
Long Beach. California 908024213 

Dear Dr. Hogarth: 

The Minerals Management Service (MMS) is jointly preparing an Integrated Activity Plan! 
Environmental Impact Statement (IAPIEIS) for the Bureau of Land Management for the 
northeast portion of the National Petroleum Reserve, Alaska, which is located on the North Slope 
of Alaska. One of the proposed activities could be an oil and gas lease sale. Any oil discovered 
as a result of a lease sale and subsequently produced wil1likely be transported by pipeline from 
the planning area to the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System and subsequently transported by tanker (0 

ports in the lower 48 states. 

In accordance with the Endangered Species Act Section 7 regulations governing interagency 
cooperation. and at the recommendation from the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). 
Alaska Region, we are contacting your agency requesting notification of any listed or proposed 
species or critical habitat that may be affected as a result of tankering oil south to ports in 
Washington, Oregon, and California. MM:S has previously addressed in earlier EIS's and 
Biological Evaluations various endangered and threatened species including fin, humpback, sei, 
blue, northern right. and sperm whales. Steller's sea lion, Guadalupe fur seal, and green, 
leatherback, loggerhead, and Pacific ridley sea turtles. 

On June 9. 1997. Mr. Frank: Wendling from this office contacted Mr. Craig Wingert in your 
office by telephone and faxed to him a copy of our original species list letter dated May 6, 1997, 
sent to the NMFS, Alaska Region. and a copy of their response dated May 23, 1997. This letter 
confirms the request for species information requested by the telephone call and the fax. If you 
have any questions concerning this proposed action. please contact Frank Wendling at 

(907) 271-6510. 

Dr. William T. Hogarth 

We look forward to working with you in our shared goal to protect threatened and endangered 

species. 

Sincerely. 

f/JJf 

cc:	 Mr. Craig Wingert 
Mr. Ben Meyer, NMFS 
Dr. Steve Zimmerman, NMFS 
Mr. Tom Allen, BLM 

C-6 



2 United States Department of the Interior 

MINERALS l\1ANAGF.ME1\! SERVICE

Alaska Outer Continenul She[fR~ion


9'19 E. 36th Avenue, Room 603

Anchorage, AI...... 9950iH302


..w r 2 /997 

Ms. Elizabeth Gaar 
Chief, Habitat Conservation Division 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
525 Northeast Oregon Street, Suite 500 
Portland, Oregon 97232-2737 

Dear Ms. Gaur: 

The Minerals Management Service (MMS) is jointly preparing an Integrated Activity Plan! 
Environmental Impact Statement (IAPIEIS) for the Bureau ofLand Management for the 
northeast portion of the National Petroleum Reserve, Alaska, which is located on the North Slope 
of Alaska. One of the proposed activities could be an oil and gas lease sale. Any oil discovered 
as a result of a lease sale and subsequently produced will likely be transported by pipeline from 
the planning area to the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System and subsequently transported by tanker to 
ports in the lower 48 states. 

In accordance with tile Endangered Species Act Section 7 regulations governing interagency 
cooperation, and at the recommendation from the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), 
Alaska Region, we are contacting your agency requesting notification of any listed or proposed 
species or critical habitat that may be affected as a result of tankering oi I south to ports in 
Washington. Oregon. and California. MMS has previously addressed in earlier EIS's and 
Biological Evaluations various endangered and threatened species including fin. humpback, sei, 
blue. northern right, and sperm whales, Steller's sea lion. Guadalupe fur seal. and green, 
leatherback, loggerhead, and Pacific ridley sea turtles. 

On June 9, 1997, Mr. Frank Wendling from this office contacted Mr. Ben Meyer in your office 
by telephone and faxed to him a copy of our original species list letter dated May 6, 1997, sent to 
the NMFS, Alaska Region. and a copy of their response dated May 23, 1997. This letter 
confirms the request for species information requested by the telephone call and the facsimile. 
We received your response by fax on June 10,1997. Thank yOll for your very prompt response. 
If you have any questions concerning this proposed action, please contact Frank Wendling at 
(907) 271-6510. 

Ms. Elizabeth Gaar 

We look forward to working with you in our shared goal to protect threatened and endangered 

species. 

Sincerely, k 

cc:	 Mr. Ben Meyer

Mr. Craig Wingert, NMFS

Dr. Steve Zimmerman, NMFS

Mr. Tom Allen. ELM


C-7 



......'II"OI'r-, 

l'st~ I UNITED STATES DEPARTMeNT OF COMMERCE 

\~j INetlcnal Dceenlc and AtmaBphBrlc Admlnist....tian 

A1d o' '''' 
"IATIONAL MARIFl:E FISl-LRIES SLHVICE 

6Jo
SO\lthwe~ Region 
501 W-t Ocean Boulevard. Suite 4200 
long Beach, Callfoml. 90802-4213 
TEL (310) 980-4000; FAX (310)980-4018 

~ 26 1~1 F/SW031:RCW 

lR?§©[gOW~lIJ] 
John Goll JUN :: C: 1997
Regional Director 
Minerals Management Service REGIONAL DIRECTOR, ALASKA ocs 
Alas:ca C'..1ter Canclne',iL<11 ShelC Re<;;lion MlIlerals Management Servlce 

949 E. 36th Avenue, Room 603 MICHOflAGE, ALASKA 

Anchorage, Alaska 99508-4302 

Dear Mr. Gol}.: 

Thank you for requesting information regarding the presence of 
Federally listed threatened Or endangered species or critical 
habitat that are managed by the National Marine Fisheries Ser~ice 

(NMFS) and may be affected by t.he proposed oil and gas activities 
that are being analyzed in the Integrated Activity Plan and 
Environmental Impa~t Statement for the Ndtio~al Petroleum Reserve 
on the North Slope of Alaska. This letter identifies those 
I>pecies which occur in California and are managed by the 
Southwest Region of NMFS. You should con~act the Portland, 
Oregon office of our Na~thwest Regional office (503-231-2005) to 
obtain information on listed or proposed species occuring in 
Idaho, WasllingLoI:, and Oregon. 

Listed species occurring in California, in addition to those 
identified in your. letter, i nol ude t.ne following: (1) endangered 
Sacramento River winter-run chiook salmon (55 PR 46515 and 59 FR 
4.40) I t2.) t.hreat.ened Central Califor~ia Coast coho salmon (61 FR 
56138), and (3) threatened Southern Oregon/Northern California 
Coast coho salmon (62 FR 3458B). Critical habitat has been 
designated for the Sacramento River ~inter-run chinook salmon (S8 
FR 33212). Critical habitat has noL been proposed Or designated 
for ei.t.her of the t.wo species of listed coho salmon. Proposed 
species occurring in California include several populations of 
steelhead (61 FR 41.541): (1) Southern Cij,lifornia Coastill 
steelhead, (2) South-Central Califor~ia Coastal steelhead, (3) 
Central Cali[oelid Coastal steell:ead, (1) Northern CalifOr!lir_ 

G)J'rJnICd""IlC'_-YClcdP."", '. 

Coastal steelhead, (5) Klamath Mountains Province steelhead, and 
(6) Central Valley steelhead. Critical habitat has not been 
proposed for any of these species of steelhead as yet. NMFS 
expects to publish a final listing decision regarding the 
proposal to list these steelhead populations by August S, 1997. 

If you have any questions regarding listed or proposed species 
managed by the Southwest Region of NMFS , please contact Mr. Craig 
Wingert at (310) 980-4021. 

Sincerely, 

j,.W !b.t~~.~ ~:~RegiOnal Administrator 

C-8 
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United States Department of the Interior 
FISH A.'IDWJI.l)L!FE SERVICE We are Ilso pl'O\'idiqa p",viIionIllist of Gllduillted, tbruteaed, aM cudi.clate specie, 

Ian Eo1'todDr Rod. occurrias iA coutal ueu ofCalifomi.. Oregon,1M Wuhingtol\ (attached). nus k wu 
Anchonp,AJaIll.a 99:i03-6199 Jl.2/9!J7 provided1oUSby the SctVicc's1lcaionalDirector, Resion 1, oall1At 11, 1997,for \l$eill ~ 

evWatioDo(O\rta' CoDtiAIata1 ShelfLase 170. Given the recent date.it is lIII1ikely tbat 1bere •AESIESO willbe atJY changesto this list, but __ are in the process of obtaiDins Resioa 1's con~ for 
we of this listas the basis fur yourbiologiQll&l-maeu. Yow Q'IemOnndl.lm stated your 
intentionto evaluate potentialeft'ects of oil trItIJpOrt by refi:reaeeto &iologiul ewluatiODS 

Memorandum	 prep&redfotOutet ~ ShdfOil UldGuLeueSales 149, ISS, IIId the Fmal 
Environmental ImpactStatementfer Sale 144. This dcQaonwu mallc 011the basisthat 1Moil 

To: State Dirm;or trwpon scenariD forNPl.-A would besin:lila.r to l1lose analyzedfor theprevious Iea3c $Ilea. We 
Bureau of Land Management have no objeaion to lhif approach, in ~ ~r:pt to notOthat additional~s willbe 

necessary fer species proposed or Hued ,inU tbosedocurnatts wereprepared. 
F",== AOIPIf =~~Dit~or ~14~ 

W.lII1d~ tbll your JWt and 1hat of MiAmIsMlnagement SeMee. are operatingundera 
d~ schedule, and wa wiUatIempt to expeditetBl'lSfa o(any additional iDfonnaUoa. 

Subje~	 Requut for List ofThrllatc:~ and EndaapRd SpeciesPotenWilly Afi'eetedby Pleue contact Pbiip Manin 1I'(901) 4S6--03~ if)'Vllhave my qllCitiolU co~ this 
Prop,ned OilaDd GasLcuc Salein the NationalPcuoleumllc:serve-Alaslca response. We look: foOVltdto continuing cCopera1ion through all phases otthe CODSultaUau 
(NPlt.A) proeess. 

This mponds to your May 6, 1997, request mr • list oCproposediIld ~ed threatened.ilId A~ellt


cadangmd species, whicll may be affectedby activities,iIIcludiDg oil andp.leama. ill the

aonha.st ponion ofNPR-A (planningArea). 11IiI iDformstion it for)'CUrusc in prepantiml of

th. Im.ifUed ~vity P~nvironmcntal ImpactStatern=, now in progress, whichwill

address the fWtruse of the BWGI of Land M.1nzpme:nt', raponsibitities for the~

Area.


~ indil;;llcd in your memorwwn. there: ato no designatedor proposed critical habitats for ~

listed or proposed spc:eics potentially ~tl'c:cted byactivitie.s in the PlanningArea. The following

listed speciesoccur in the PlanningArea.


CommollName Scientific fume S1.ma

Specucled eider StJl1l~l~/tJfi~m threatened

SteUer's cic1et Fol)'stJctQ steJlui threatened(Alaska brcedins pop.)


Please !lotethat threatened SUnlS for the Steller's eider...;n become effective on July 11. 1997. 

An&1yti, of thepotential dfecu ofoil and KiloS Ia&iDa on sp.aa that occur ~gns the ClCpCacd

oil transport corridor is required.. TlIeShort.tailed albauoss (DltJllfeMtJ aibatnLs) is 1isre4 U I


"toraan" CIldanl~d speciC$ under the Endangered Speeieskf. of 1971. as amended;it is

therefore consideRd listed anywhere outside lhe 3.mi!eterritorial limitof the United Slites.

Whereas waters beyond J milesare regulated for UnitedSlates fisheriesand off-shore mining to

the l~mil. limit, the requirameau for sKtion 1 ~n5U1tation apply to aetivitie5tJA1 oc:ew­

between3 Uld 200 milesfrom U.S. shores reWiveto ·domestic· or "foreign"species.

Therefore. Udion 7 consultalion is required far Wlkenns activitie.s; which mayadversely lifea

short-tailed~osses in the cvenl of an oil ~piD or olber marine~dcnt.
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ATTACHMENT 

ENDANGERED, nmEATENED, AND CANDIDATE SPECJES AND SPECIES OF 
CONCERN FOR COASTAL AREAS OF CALIFORNIA, OREGON, AND 
WASHINGTON 

I.JSJ:ED


MAMMA[ S


Pacific pocket molLW


Point AlaIa mountainbeaver


SalImarsh harvest mOU$b


Southernseaotter


BIRDS 

AJC1IIian Canadagoose 

Amaican peregrine (alc"n 

Baldeagle (Washington, O~on) 

Baldca&1c (california) 

Brown pe1lcan 

california clapper nil 

caJifomia least tern 

Coastal califom~ &Jl3!Qu:her 

Lca.it Bell' 5 vim) 

Lipt-footell c1apper ~1 

Mublod muae!et 

Northem spottedowl 

Sguthwesrem willow tlyeatchar 

Wesccm~ plover 

AMpHmTA NS AND REPTI! ES 

Arroyo load 

California red·legged froc 

Gnlen sea Nnlc 

ft1'Ogll4lhus I0f18im07lbris padftcur (E) 

Aplodi:»llia nifa nitTa (E) 

R~irhrodo7lWmyS ravivelll1U (E) 

Enhydra /unis lWeis (I) 

BrtW" CQ/lD/imsls leJIcqpareiJ1. (T) 

FalJ;o ptregriTlJlS QMlID1I (E) 

Halitleerus IlUCQCqhaJlU m 
HaJilUena/tucocep1ulhu (E) 

Peleaznu.r ocddOUiJlis(E) 

Ra!b4 Ionzirottris obso/ttus (J:) 

Sl'nuz tJJUillanmt browni (J:) 

P()/ioptiJ4 cali/arnica caJiforniC/l (T) 

VireoHUiipUfiIJUf (E, CH) 

Rill/us longtl'Ostris levipes(E) 

Brachyramplws ",armorruu.r (T. PCH) 

$trix ocdlkJua/IsclUUin4 cr. CH) 

EnrpIdoNaII'dJ/11f arimlll (E, PCH) 

Ouuadl'ius aJ~ lIivwus (T. PCB) 

BufiJ micTDSCQ{Jhus cfJlljcrnicus(E) 

Rtutaauroradrtrytoltii (l') 

Cheltmfd rrrydas (E) 

OilOi/87 WED OIl:S; FA! i07 ZTlHili 

LeatherbackZl tunlc 

LoUerllead :sca turtle 

Olivt:(-Pacific) Ridley sea turtle 

San Pranciico prter snake 

EIS.HES 

Della smelt 

Tidewater goby 

~ 

Antioch Dun~ evening-primrose 

Balr::er' $ mclc:yseed 

Beach ]ayia 

big-leaVed crownbcard 

california sea-blite 

Coastal dune'smilk vetch 

CoDttI COSIawallflower 

Del Mu mitlzaui~ 

En¢iniw coyote bush 

Founlain thistle 

Gambel's~ 

Howell's spiaefiower 

Marin dwarf-flax 

Marsh sandwort 

Menzies' waJlflower 

Mon=eyti1~ 

Omstt's spinetloweT 

Pt. Reyes clover lupine 

~dio clatlda 

Presidiomanzanita 

RobIUt spincflower 

Salt marsh bird'$- beak: 

Bl.lI .\1>~1/JO ...... lUIS U£ 111I00$ 

DeTJflocJrelys coriaa4 (E. CH) 

CQI'f/tacanna (T) 

Lepidoch~ys oUvacea (13) 

Thamnophis sirla/is lW~ (E) 

lfJpornwa mvuPQdjfcUJ (T) (CH) 

Eur:yclogobius ntwb~rryi (E) 

CNnorMra deltoide.s up. howdlii (E)


Bknr;Osperm4 bckerl (E)


Layia camasa (E)


V~rbuin.a dissutl (T)


SuaaiJl colifomico. (E)


Asrrafaw tener YlU. tilt (E)


Erysimum ClIpilarum np. tlltpsrQlU11J (E)


Artumaphyw.s gfaN/ulosa S$p.crassiflJ1ia (E)


8acduuis WllWtGe (E)


arsiJJmfDNinar~ var_fonnollaIe (E)


RtJrippa gambelW (E)


CJrorizl:Whe MtWflii (E)


HesJ)<rolinqn conee.slU/7l (11


Arorori4 pa1luflcoltJ (E)


EI1Simum mUlZiesii (E)


GilUJ ltJIwj1nrassp.areMl'fa.(E)


OIorWmrMorcullfoNl (El


Luplnus ,We.srromii Wlr. l(ry~ru CE)


Clarkia jrandsciJlla eE)


A~/os'Qphy",s hooIc~n ssp. ra.loWnii (E)


Chorit4nlherobusra (E)


Qmlyltll1lhc /fl4TirimJIs up. lIIIIritimur (E)
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SanDiego button celery 

San Mateo lhornmint 

San ~ wooly SWltlower 

SOIIOma spincflowCJ" 

Tiberonjcwelfiowc.c 

Tibetan nwipo$a lily 

TibclDnpaintbrush 

TIdcstrom's cloverlupine 

Wale howelUa 

Westemlily 

While-rayed ~t;lchacta. 

Yadon's Willflower 

TNYF'RTFBRATES 

Californiafresl\wa.ter shrimp 

Linse's mcWmari. bu~rtly 

Loti.s blue butWrfly 

Mission blue butterl1y 

Myrtle's silverspot buttcrfly 

Otqon silverspotbllltert1y 

Palos Verdes blue butterfly 

Quina checJcetspol butterfly 

SanBl\IQO eLM b\lacrt1y 

San Dieio fairy shrimp 

Smith's bluc buUerfly 

Riverside!my shrimp 

IlU .\K- sae ~~. !illS u,£ 

Eryngium artrtulDJUm var.parisllii(E)


AcONhomtnrha duIlonii (E)


EriophyUwn laJilobW71 (E)


Owrizarllhe valida (E)


SJrepwllIJuJ.S nigu (E)


CtzlocJrorrus riblUOMflSU m

Casrilkja ajJfnisssp. MgLLctiJ (E)


LupiJws tide.stromii wu". tidwromii (E)


HOMIlia aqualilut (T)


Lillillm ocddeJlltzU(E)


PUIlar:Juwa bellidijlora (E)


Erysf!"W71 melldesit ssp. yado7lii(E)


Syncaris padfic(J (E)


ApodunJa7/Iormo limgei (E)


Lyc~ldn tJrDrOfMlftOn loeu (E)


Icaricla icaritJidu rnU1WMnsU (E)


Speyeria urene hJppoJyc(J (E)


Speyuia 1J!rene hippolyra (T,CH)


(j[aucopsychrJygria",us pawsvtrd4unm (E.)


£JJph'ldryaJ cdifha qliillt> (E)


lncisalia mossiibayensis (E)


BfanchtMCJa sQllcJiegoensiJ (E)


Ellplli/oruerwpus V71ithi (E)


StreprocephrJilJ.S woortofli (E) 

07/011/H 1IEI) 08: 58 F,\I ~U1 Z715H9 IlU ,U,-9JQ ~~~ lOIS Lf.E '4lUU7 
I4iQU6 

'PImfOSED AND cANDm"1T CFonnedy Category J CandidateSpecies) 

EISH


Sal:r:unento spJinail


Bull trout


AMPHIBIANS


California tiger salamander


:aEEIlI.ES 

Alameda whipsom 

INVERTEBII ATES 

Bel\rea'J silverspot butterfly 

CIllippe mvenpot bUUWfly 

EI..Am:S 

Baker's larkspur 

Coa.U'a Co~ &Oldfields 

Hietman's anquefoil 

La pciosa thistle 

La&um BeachUyd~er 

Pallid manzanita 

Sarlla Cruz arweed 

San Bruno Mountain manzanita 

San Franciscc lessingia 

Sl\owyIndianclover 

Sott-leaved indian paintbrush 

son bW'$-bcak 

Sonoma alope~t\IS 

Spn:adin'llavuetOa 

Thread-leaved brodiaea 

Yellow larkspur 

PogollicMrysIII4t:TOlepid()(U$ (PTl 

Sa/wlinusconflUOllUS (Cl 

Ambysroma C4lifoTrliellSt (C) 

MtJSticoplriJ laura/is tuJ'YXaJUhus (PE) 

Spryerlaw'rM behrvuii (PE) 

Speyuia calliPIMctJ1.Jippe (PE) 

Delphinium bakeri (C) 

LQsrhenia CQlljuguu (PT) 

Porentil14 hjcJananjj (PE) 

Ciniwn [onchoJepis (C) 

Dudkya sloll)ll/ftrrl (PE) 

ArCJosraphylos paUida (P'll 

Ho~carphQ"'acradt:llia (C) 

Arr;tosraplrylos imbricara (Plj 

Lessing/agermanarum (PE) 

TrifoiJum al1WellUm (PE)


CasciJIt:jQ mallis (PE)


OmJyl4lrthus It'Io1fff up. mottt:(PE)


AUJIMcurw 1Uqu41is YQ1'. somcmmsu (P:E)


NaYUTetia fossalls (PI) 

8rodi{Uafilifolia (PT) 

Delphinium /weum 

T-threatened; c;endangered: PE;proposed endangered; PT-propost;d thteatt:ned; 

PCH-proposed critical habitat; CH-designated critical ba~iur 
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....-c r; United States Department of the Interior 
':Iii . ,',,' FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

,.	 1011 E. Tudor Rd. Ci~~~rpts JAnchorage, Alaska 99SOj-61 ~ " AESIESOINAES 

tfRn. 

Memorandum 

To:	 State Director, Alaska

Bureau of Land Management


From: /t.ctlne	 ~ona1 Director 1) o. 11.....((/ITv-. 
Region 1 IUJU!A.?t'-'" 1 ()V r , 

oJ

Subject: Endangered Species Act Section 1 Consultation for the Integrated Activity ptin


for the Northeast Portion of the National Petroleum Reserve - Alaska


This responds to your December 9, 1997, request for formal section 7 consultation pursuant to 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, for the Integrated Activity Plan for the 
northeast portion of the National Petroleum Reserve - Alaska. The plan addresses the full range 
ofthe Bureau ofLand Management's management responsibilities in the planning area, including 
all ground-impacting management actions such as oil and gas leasing, wildlife protection, 
subsistence, and recreation, A chronology ofthe consultation actions up to the present regarding 
the lAP is provided in Attachment I 

The U S. Fish and Wildlife Service reviewed the BLM's Biological Evaluation for Threatened 
and Endangered Species with respect to the lAP for the planning area, and other relevant 
information to evaluate the effects of the activities associaled with the proposed lAP. Those 
activities evaluated include ground-impacting management actions such as aircraft use, hazardous­
and solid-material removal and remediation, overland moves, seismic activities, and oil and gas 
exploration and development/production activities. Effects that are interrelated and 
interdependent to the activities proposed in the lAP (particularly to oil and gas exploration and 
development) were also evaluated and include an analysis of the potential effects of transporting 
oil on listed and proposed species and critical habitat along the shipping route for oil products 
from the planningarea. 

The format for the following biological opinion includes. first, analyses for the listed species that 
occur solely within Alaska, the threatened spectacled eider (Somateria fischeri], tile threatened 
Alaska breeding population of Steller's eider (Polysticta stelleri), and the endangered short-tailed 
albatross (Phoebastria albatrusi; and finally, species that occur within the shipping route in 
Alaska, Washington, Oregon, and California. Fifteen listed species and one designated critical 
habitat are the subject of this latter portion ofthe biological opinion One proposed species and 
one proposed critical habitat comprise the conference report, 

RMSQnableand~~ tbI Spectacled wi ~ Elilm 

In the following sections. the Service provides reasonable and prudent measures and terms and 
conditions that would serve to minimize the effectsof incidental take on spectacled and Steller's 
eiders. The actions anticipated to cause adverse effects to the species could occurvia four 
identified avenues: I) oil and gas facilities (roads, runways, etc.) providing access for hunters that 
could IciJI spectacled or Steller's eiders or use lead shot in wetlands that could later be ingested by 
foraging eiders; 2) permanent impacts to habitat such as the filling ofwetlands used for nesting or 
other behaviors; 3) temporary or permanent changes in the distribution and/or numbers of 
predators by refuse or other food sources being made available; and 4) temporary impacts to nest 
success and productivity by disturbance from activities near nests or brood rearing sites. The 
reasonable and prudent measures and terms and conditions included in this biological opinion, 
therefore, are designed to prevent take of spectacled and Steller's eiders through these avenues. 
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The Service believes that the followingreasonable and prudent measures are necessary and 
appropriate to minimize impacts of incidentaltake ofspectacled and Steller's eiders: 

(1)	 Measures will be enacted to ensure that facilities andpersonnel associated with oil 
and gas development within the planning area do not result in take of specUded or 
SteUer's eiders by increasing access to the aruby sport and subsistence huaten. 
Thesemeasures willaddreu accidentalor intentional takebyshooting andindirect 
take that would reeultfrom sport and !lubsistelK:e hunters usinglead shot in 
wetland areas where spent shot could later be ingested by foragingeiders. TbiJ 
objectivecouldbe accomplishedeitherby: a) strictly enforcing all existiDa 
regulations that prohibit sport and subsistencehunting of spectacledand Stcller". 
eiders and enforcing prohibitions on the use oflead shot by waterfowl bunters in 
all areas accessed via oil and gas facilities; or b) preventing sport and subsiltence 
hunters from using roads, runways. and other facilitiesfor access. 

(2)	 Measures will be enacted to prevent temporary or permanent changes in the 
distribution or numbers of predators by ensuring that food or refuse is not made 
available to avian or mammalianpredators. 

(3)	 Temporary impacts to spectacled and Steller's eider productivity due to 
disturbance and direct habitat impacts can beminimizedby ensuring protection of 
females with nests. In areas where:construction is planned, Service-approved nest 
surveys must he conducted during mid-June: of each year in which construction 
activities are planned between May 30 and August 31. The protocol and timingof 
nesting surveys for spectacled and Steller's eiders willbe determined in 
cooperation with the Service, and must be approved by the Service Surveys 
should be conducted bybiologists who have previous experience with spectacled 
and/or Steller's eider nest surveys. 

.Imm ami ~ fm: SpectAcled ADd ~ Eidm 

In order to be exempt from the prohibitions of section 9 Ofthe Act, the BLM must comply with 
the following terms and conditions, which implement the reasonable and prudent measures 
described above and outline required reporting /monitoring requirements. These terms and 
conditions are non-discretionary. 

To prevent accidental or intentional shooting ofspectaeled or Steller's eiders and prevent 
the deposition of lead shot in wetlands, the BLM shall adopt one of the two following 
options: 

(la)	 The BLM shallenforce existing regulations that prohibit sport and subsistence 
hunting of spectacled and Steller's eiders and the use oflead shot for waterfowl 
hunting by persons accessing the area using oil and gas facilitiessuch as roads and 
runways. 

or 

(I b)	 The BLM will prevent the use of oil and gas facilities such as roads andrurrways to 
provide access for sport and subsistence hunting. 

(2)	 In the event that option Ia is adopted. the BLM will provide the Service with an 
amuaI report detailing: a) the number,activity type, and location ofallaetivideI 
usingoil and gas facilitiessuch as TOads and runwaysas access; andb) the 
educational and enforcement actions taken to ensure compliance with existiDB 
regulations. In the event that option Ib is adopted, the BLM will provide the 
Servicewith an annual report detailing how hunters are prevented from usins oil 
and gas &ciIitiesfor access, andthis report will be updated whenever there is. 
change in the implementationofenfurcement of restrictions. 

To minimize temporary orpennanent changes in the distribution, numbers, or sumwlof 
predators: 

(3)	 The BLM shall prevent oil and gas facilities and personnel from providing wildlife 
with access to food or refuse. Annually, the BLM will provide the Service with a 
report detailing the educational, regulatory, and enforcement actions taken to 
ensure that predators or scavengers are not given access to human food or refuse. 

(4)	 The BLM shall require permittees to use current technology to prevent facilities 
from providing nesting, denning, or shelter sites for ravens, raptors, and foxes, 
The annual report required in number (3) above shall also contain informationon 
the use by ravens, raprors, and foxes of oil and gas facilities as nesting,deMing, or 
shelter sites. 

To reduce temporary impacts to productivity resulting from disturbance' 

(5)	 Within 200 meters of occupied spectacled or Steller's eider nests, from May 20 
through August 1, ground level activity (by vehicle or on foot) willbe restricted to 
existing thoroughfares and construction of penn anent facilities, placement offill, 
alteration of habitat, and introduction of high noise levels is prohibited. 

The reasonable and prudent measures, with their implementing terms and conditions, are designed 
to minimizethe impacts of incidental take that might otherwise result from the proposed action. 
The reporting requirements contained in Terms and Conditions II2 and 3 above are intended to 
provide the Service with the information needed to evaluate the efficacyof these reasonable and 
prudent measures and terms and conditions. With implementation of these measures the Service 
believes that no more than 25 spectacled eiders plus 12 spectacled eider nests, and t Steller's 
eider plus I Steller's eider nest willbe incidentallytaken. If, during the course of the action, this 
level ofincidentaJ take is exceeded, such incidentaltake represents new infonnation requiring 
review of the reasonable and prudent measures provided. The Federal agency must immediately 
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provide an explanation of the causes of the taking and review with the Service the need for 
possible modification ofthe reasonable and prudent measures 

ReasQMbie and&w1.em ~fgr~!&m ~ 

The Servicebelievesthe following reasonable and prudent measure is necessaryand appropriate 
to minimize the impactof take of the salt marsh harvest mouse, southern sea otter, bald eagle. 
peregrine falcon, Aleutian Canadagoose, marbled murrelet, brown pelican, western snowy ploYer, 
California dapper rail, light-footed clapper rail, California least tern, tidewater goby, delta smelt, 
and Sacramento splittail: 

1. Minimizethe frequency and magnitudeof oil spill. from tankers carryingNPR·A oil. 

~JDd Condjtions fw:~~~ 

In order to be exempt from the prohibitions of section 9 of the Act, the BLM must comply with 
the followingterm and condition, which implements the reasonable and prudent measure 
described above. Tills term and condition is non-discretionary, 

1.	 NPR-A oil can only be transported in double-hulled tankers that meet USCG licensing and 
pilot certification requirements, have adequate oil spill response equipment on-board, and 
comply with all other requirements ofOPA 9(J that fall under the jurisdiction and authority 
ofBLM. 

With regard to the proposed Sacramento splittail, the incidental take statement provided in tills 
conferenceopinion does not become effective until the speciesis listed and the conferenceopinion 
is adopted as the biological opinion issued through formal consultation. At that time, the project 
will be reviewed to determine whether any take of the Sacramento splittait bas occurred. 
Modifications of the opinion and incidental take statement may be appropriate to reflect that take. 
No take ofthe Sacramento splittail may occur between the listingof the species and the adoption 
ofthe conference opinion as the biological opinion. 

Coordinatjgn of~ !.ill Statements ID1h 01lw:~ Regulations JDd ~ 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will not refer the incidental take of any migratory bird for 
prosecution under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, as amended (16 US.C. §§ 703.712). if 
such take is in compliance with the terms and conditions (including amount and/or number) 
specified herein. 

REINITIATION. CLOSING STATEMENT 

This concludes formal consultation on the actions outlined in the request. As provided in SO eFR 
§402.16. reinitiationof formal consultation is required where discretionaryFederal agency 
involvement or control over the action has been retained (or is authorized by law) and if: (1) the 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
N.tlonBi 0Cunic and Atrno$llheric Administration 
NlniDnal Marintl f11shtl';"s Senlictt(i) ~P.O. /kJ¥ 27688 

JUnetlv. Alub 99802-1668 

June	 23, 1598 

sally Wisley 
A9~ociate State Director 
Bureau of Land Management 
Al~~ka S~ate Office 
222 West 7~~ Avem,l,e, #43 
Anchorage, ~.ska 99513-7599 

Dea.r Ms, Wisley: 

Thank you for your letter concerning the Integrated Activity 
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement (AP/ErS) for manag~ment 

actionu within the National Patroleum Reserve-Alaska (NPRA). A 
Biological Evaluation (BEl hao bean prepared by the Bureau of 
~and Management to consider effects of these actions on 
threatened or endangered species under Section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act; ~hie letter responds to ~hat document. 
The Na~iQnal Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) will provide 
separate comments on the AP/ErS. 

The BE coo.iders the effects of leasing and explora~1on 

activities. Future development and produc~ion phases within NPRA 
will require r&-in1t1a~ion of Section 7 consultation procedures. 
Nonetheless, the BE presents discussion and preliminary analysis 
of these possible future ac~ions so as to allow a reasonable 
assessment of the entire action's impact to threatened and 
endangered species. Presently, development and production 
scenarios are too speculative to support consideration of all 
phases, and we concur with the determination to approach 
~onsul~a~ion through this increment31 step process. Because all 
develop~ent associated with ~hese management actions would occur 
on land, and because developmenc and production phases will 
require separate consul~ation. this analysis has addressed the 
~ndangered b~he_d whale as the only listed species which may be 
diC~ct~d and far which NMFS bears Feoeral responsibility. The ~~ 

concludes the bowhead whale would not be adversely affec~ed by 
che propo~ed ma~ag~menc actions. We concur with this a~seS9mea:~~~' 

f ~ 
~ if 
-, , 
~...... "," ..~~ 

06/29/98 1I0?' 09: 011 FAX	 li!I003 
Oil/ie/iS fllI 0';01 Jl',u IOTS8I70lZ PRIID JUNEAU.AI: ...... PlUO> W'. ALASKA flIooz 

The BE prov~de& stipulations to reduce or eli~inate pctenticl 
effec~s on fish and Wildlife, including threatened or endange~ed 
species. W~ recommend reVision of the proposad stipulations to 
include meAsures to reduce p05sible effec~5 on bowhead whales due 
to shipping ac~ivities aseociaced with NPRA. These &hould 
include recommendations to avoid or minimize shipping during 
whale migrations from September to mid-October. opera~e vessels 
inSide migratory routes when pOSGibl8, and coordinate large scale 
marine supply actions (such as sea-lift b~rge traffic) with che 
Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commi••ion and North Slope Borough CO avoid 
interference with subsistence hunts. 

We appreciate this opportunity to com~nt. Please refer 
questions to Mr. Brad Smith at (9G71 271-5006. 

Sincerely, 

..Jk........ (?--tN~L>~L.- ..

Steven pennoyer 
Administrator, Alaska Region 

cc:	 Thomas Napageak, Ala$k6 Es~~mo Whaling Commission, Barrow.

Dr. Tern Albert, North Slope Borouqh Wildlife Department,


Barrow. 
Frank Wendling, Minerals Management Service, Anchorage. 
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